
Jetex Wren for Rapier/TSP L1 Power 
Mike Ingram’s ‘almost ready to fly’ 10" span 
Wren was originally kitted as printed balsa 
parts ready for assembly with plastic clips 
and elastic bands.  The intended motor was 
the Atom 35, the smallest Jetex motor.  
Original Wrens occasionally appear on eBay, 
but they are expensive and too precious to 
fly.  Jetex.org Wrens, replicated from 
Howard Metcalfe’s meticulous drawings 
using iron-on decal paper, fly splendidly with 
an L1, the smallest of the ‘one shot’ 
Rapier/TSP rocket motors. 

Assembly 
Unlike the original, your Wren needs to be glued together – this is lighter and looks better. 
Cyano or similar is recommended, as the decorated surfaces don’t ‘take’ balsa cement or white 
glue.  Cut all parts accurately to shape.  Accuracy of alignment of flying surfaces is important, as 
the model can fly very fast indeed.   Dihedral is 1" under each tip, a little more is just fine.  The 
wing leading edge and TE can be rounded off if you like, but prototypes flew well with a ‘flat plate’ 
aerofoil.  Exposed balsa surfaces can be sealed with clear dope or similar. 
A 'one shot' (Rapier or TSP) L-1 motor mount is included in the kit, and should be glued to a ¼ x 
1/8" piece of balsa; the whole is then cemented in place after attachment of wings to the fuselage.  
Alternately, a 1/8" square length of hard balsa can be glued in place at this position to take the 
Jetex motor mount The motor sits just in front of the cg, which will be 2-2¼" back from the wing 
root.  A small amount of foil tape can be added behind the motor mount to protect the wing from 
exhaust. 
The precise cg should be established by adding a small amount of modelling clay or similar to 
the nose and hand launching with a ‘used’ L1 motor.  The prototypes needed very little 
noseweight and weighed 10-12g.  The glide should to be quite fast and flat and without any turn.  
When happy, light up and launch gently a little off any prevailing breeze. 
Please contact Jetex.org if you have any comments or questions.  Happy flying! 
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